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APRIL IS A LOVELY TIME of year in the city. 
Unlike our neighbours down south, you won’t 
find us reaching for our cardigans just yet. 
The days are warm and the nights pleasant 
and there’s plenty to do around town.

April seems to be art month. Be sure 
to get along to at least one of local Robert 
Brownhall’s two art exhibitions. Both will give 
you a great insight into Brisbane, its people 
and places. Brownhall is a Brisbane born and 
educated painter and has always found his 
creative inspiration locally. Since his first art 
student exhibition he has garnered a loyal 
following, given the resonance of his largely 
south-east Queensland subject matter. 
His quirky style and signature birds-eye 
view of scenes, characterised by a strong  
connection to place, was informed by his 
day-job as a tree-lopper – a job he has had 
for many years and has only just given up 
to paint full-time.

This only makes the volume of work 
he’s achieved all the more astonishing.

His moody nocturnes, broad sweep 
panoramas and gritty vignettes of urban life 

begin as drawings and are then translated 
into paint. 

Brownhall’s first show opening at Philip 
Bacon Galleries (2 Arthur Street, Fortitude 
Valley) from 5 – 30 April is a visual feast, 
which the artist describes as “like a visual 
diary of the interesting things I saw over the 
year. Some paintings are bright and sunny, 
some are dark and some have a sense of 
humour. I couldn’t just ignore the recent 
extreme weather. Some paintings show 
what I saw and how I felt about the dramas.” 
www.philipbacon.com.au 

The Museum of Brisbane (157 Ann 
Street, Brisbane) will present Somewhere 
in the City: urban narratives by Robert 
Brownhall (15 April – 31 July). It’s the first 
survey of his work and encompasses 20 
years of painting. Interestingly it records, as 
a by-product, the changing face of this city 
over one of the most dynamic periods of its 
history. www.museumofbrisbane.com.au

I like to discover new bars when I visit a 
place. Some very interesting ones seem to 
be sprouting around town these days. 

In fact, they are so underground even the 
locals don’t know seem to know about 
them. They operate under the radar by way 
of Facebook pages and tweeting what’s 
going on  ... very ‘Gen Y’ I must say. They 
don’t advertise and are definitely out of the 
mainstream, which is why I love them.

 Robert Brownhall.
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Kurilpa Bridge by Robert Brownhall.

April in Brisbane is bright and breezy. Local and 
travel writer Jane Hodges has the goods on 
what’s hot and happening around town.
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There’s one particular newbie you should 
check out. Room 60 is a beautiful cultural 
space and bar (Caraway Street, Kelvin Grove 
Urban Village) offering quirky art exhibitions, 
artist talks every Tuesday evening and a 
brilliant ukulele band headed by the very 
talented singer/strummer Jane Cameron 
every Saturday from 2pm. Bar-keep Clare 
Dyson runs this intimate and tastefully 
constructed mood-lit space. Be sure to try 
their Room 60 beer brewed by locals the 
Brews Brothers of Woolloongabba and the 
chilli ginger beer packs a punch too!

Here’s something to knock your socks 
off – how about a day trip sky-safari from 
Brisbane to the outback to see amazing Lake 
Eyre onboard a private chartered high-winged 
Dash 8?

The day tour includes a visit to the iconic 
outback Birdsville Hotel as well as breakfast, 
lunch, morning and afternoon tea, light 
evening meal and informative commentary 
by Charleville-based guide Graham Reid from 
Travel West. www.travelwest.com.au

People often ask me for a daytrip lunch 
destination. One of my favourites is Oskars 

right on the beach at Burleigh, on the Gold 
Coast, just over an hour’s drive from the 
CBD. My tip is leave town early to avoid 
peak hour traffic or sleep in and hit the road 
around 9am – you’ll be there just in time for 
a dip in the surf before lunch. It’s a stunning 
beach outlook so book a table outside for 
cracking surf views. The food is modern 
Australian specialising in seafood. The wine 

list is very good too so it’s best to decide on 
a designated driver before you go!

While you’re on the coast you might 
like to catch the 2011 Australian Life Saving 
Championships at Kurrawa Beach (2 – 10 April). 
Surf lifesavers from across the country will take 
up the chance to display their strength and surf 
craft in more than 300 action-packed events. 
www.sls.com.au/aussies
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Woman with Dachshund by Robert Brownhall.
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TOOWOOMBA & 
DARLING DOWNS

Toowoomba lies at the heart of 
the Darling Downs, a scenic 1.5 
hours drive south-west of Brisbane. 
Situated atop the fertile Lockyer 
Valley on the Great Dividing Range, 
Toowoomba & Darling Downs 
offers a rich cultural experience that 
will leave you wondering… what’s 
not to love? For more information 
visit www.toowoombaholidays.info 
or contact:

Toowoomba Visitor 
Information Centre
86 James St (Warrego Hwy), 
Toowoomba  QLD  4350
Freecall 1800 33 11 55
infocentre@toowoombaRC.qld.gov.au
Hampton Visitor Information Centre
8623 New England Highway, 
Hampton  QLD  4352
Freecall 1800 009 066
hamptoninfo@toowoombaRC.qld.gov.au
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